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arose which drove them out to sea. Unable to con-
tend against the power of the gale, they deemed it
prudent to keep the canoe before it, and even as-
sist with their paddles, in hopes of sooner falling
in with land, and thus escape starvation. In
this manner they continued drifting for eight days
without fresh water, or any kind of provisions, ex-
cepting the few fish they had caught before the
gale arose, the greater part of which were thrown
overboard, in consequence of their getting into a
state of excessive putridity. At length they came
in sight of Fernando Po. Some of the natives
came off to them in their canoes, and took them
ashore on the eastern part of the island. Here
they had been compelled to remain, devoid of all
hopes of returning, until they saw our steam-ves-
sel making its late circumnavigation of the island.
This opened to them a new and cheering prospect;
and they determined to attempt reaching our set-
tlement overland, by travelling at night, and se-
creting themselves during the day, in order that
the natives might not interrupt their escape. Pre-
viously to the discovery of our steam-vessel, they
had frequently heard the reports of our morning
and evening gun : this had led them to the belief,
that some Europeans were resident on the island,
and now afforded them the proper line of direction
for their march. After travelling for three nights,
and at the time of their approaching our settle-
ment, they were discovered by the natives, who,